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Fact sheet «Application for a division of pension assets and for supplementing
a foreign divorce decree»

Background Article 63(1bis) of the Federal Act on Private International Law (PILS) provides that Swiss courts have exclusive jurisdiction
to rule on claims for the division of occupational pension entitlements against a Swiss pension fund. This applies even if a
foreign court has decided on the division of the pension entitlements or has already taken into account the provisions of a
divorce settlement agreement regulating the division of pension entitlements.

Switzerland’s new statutory pension equalization rules mean that decisions on pension assets held in Switzerland handed
down by foreign courts after 1 January 2017 (effective date) are no longer recognized in Switzerland and are, therefore, no
longer enforceable.

So unless a supplementing decision of a Swiss court covering the division of the pension assets held with Liberty Founda-
tion for Vested Pension Benefits can be presented, the foreign divorce decree will be considered incomplete. Divorce
decrees issued by foreign courts must be supplemented by the decision of a Swiss court with respect to the pension assets
held in Switzerland.

Needless to say, the Swiss court will examine and take into account the foreign divorce decree or, as the case may be, the
divorce settlement agreement with regard to the secondary consequences and the division of pension assets; in particular,
the Swiss court will ensure that the pension assets (acquired during the marriage) held with the Swiss occupational benefit
institution have been duly taken into account regardless of any waivers declared by the ex-spouses.

Under certain circumstances, a Swiss court may decide not to divide the pension assets equally between the spouses.
However, as mentioned above, this decision lies in the exclusive remit of the Swiss court.

A foreign divorce decree must be supplemented before subsequent payment can be made

To enable us to pay out your vested pension benefits, you must file a decision supplementing the foreign divorce decree
together with your application. We recommend that you apply for a supplementing decision from the District Court in
Schwyz when you divorce.

To recognize a foreign divorce decree, the Swiss court needs the foreign divorce decree and a certificate of non-appeal.

Address for If both parties live abroad, an address for service or a delivery address in Switzerland is required. A written application
service can then be filed with the court at the seat of the Foundation (Schwyz District Court) referencing «Recognition and supple-
menting a foreign divorce decree». If you have no address for service or delivery address in Switzerland, you may use the
address of Liberty Foundation for Vested Pension Benefits.

If both parties agree on the payment of the pension assets, they can co-sign the application and waive a settlement hear-
ing: the court can thus proceed with the recognition of the divorce decree.

Contacts

Bezirksgericht Schwyz Phone +41 41 819 67 68

Rathaus www.bezirk-schwyz.ch

PO Box email: bezirksgericht@bezirk-schwyz.ch

6431 Schwyz

Notes - The district court does not provide a special template for the application to supplement a foreign divorce decree.
In their application, the parties must state their wishes: for example, for the available pension assets to be shared equally between them in accord-
ance with the feasibility statement.
The fees depend on the scope and the sum at dispute; they will normally amount to about CHF 500.
The proceedings last between three and six months.
Accountholders who are foreign residents should file a feasibility statement issued by the occupational benefits institution with their application.
If both applicants are foreign residents and do not have a Swiss address for service, the address of Liberty Foundation for Vested Pension Benefits
must be indicated in the application as the address for service.
Foreign divorce decrees issued in an official language (German, French, or Italian) do not need to be translated. The Schwyz District Court also ac-
cepts foreign divorce decrees in English. For all other languages, a certified translation must be submitted.
In principle, applications for recognition of a foreign divorce decree are to be signed by both spouses. However, an application may be signed by a
single spouse if the other spouse refuses to sign it. This means that the formal procedure will last longer and be more burdensome since the non-
signing party must be given time to respond.
Applications must be accompanied by a certified copy of the foreign divorce decree and a certificate of non-appeal.

Note You can download the application to supplement the foreign divorce decree regarding pension division and the information sheet of the district court
from the website of the district court. You can find this at: https://bezirk-schwyz.ch/online-schalter/ then scroll down to “Bezirksgericht”, “Ehe-
angelegenheiten”. The current forms are as follows:

Klage auf Anerkennung/Erganzung auslandisches Scheidungsurteil (Vorsorgeausgleich)
+ Merkblatt Anerkennung/Ergdanzung ausldndisches Scheidungsurteil (Vorsorgeausgleich)
The two documents of the district court are only available in German.
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Law firms in Schwyz

Name

Adress

Post-
code

City

Telephone

E-Mail

Website

Kessler Landolt
Giacomini & Partner
Rechtsanwadlte

Mythencenterstrasse 19

6438

Ibach

041 81166 77

mail@klgp.ch

www.klgp.ch

Anwaltskanzlei
Annagreth
Fassler-Zehnder

Mangelegg 27

6430

Schwyz

0418116891

info@schwyzeranwalt.ch

https://schwyzeranwalt.ch

Wehrli Schuler und
Partner AG

Bahnhofstrasse 4

6430

Schwyz

04

811 80 80

wehrli@wspartner.ch
abyberg@wspartner.ch

www.wspartner.ch

Schilter Rechtsanwalte

Herrengasse 15

6430

Schwyz

04

7201919

info@schilterlaw.ch

www.schilterlaw.ch

Arthur Schilter
Anwaltskanzlei
AKWS & Partner

Herrengasse 3

6430

Schwyz

04

8117701

schilter@akws-law.ch

www.akws-law.ch

Dr. iur. Domenico
Acocella Anwaltskanzlei
AKWS & Partner

Herrengasse 3

6430

Schwyz

04

81177 06

accocella@akws-law.ch

www.akws-law.ch

Madeleine Wolf
Anwaltskanzlei
AKWS & Partner

Herrengasse 3

6430

Schwyz

04

8111302

wolf@akws-law.ch

www.akws-law.ch

Felix Keller
Anwaltskanzlei
AKWS & Partner

Herrengasse 3

6430

Schwyz

04

8117073

keller@akws-law.ch

www.akws-law.ch

Dr. Bruno Beeler
Rechtsanwaltsbiiro
Beeler, Wiget & Huwyler
Rechtsanwilte

Hauptplatz 7

6430

Schwyz

04

811 88 66

bruno.beeler@mythen.ch

www.anwalt-schwyz.ch

Rechtsanwalt lic. iur.
Matthias Schumacher

Strehlgasse 13

6430

Schwyz

079 207 42 25

info@schumacherlaw.ch

www.schumacherlaw.ch

Rechtsanwalt Urkund-
sperson lic. iur. Othmar
Suter

Rubiswilstrasse 14

6431

Schwyz

0418131310

suter.othmar@bluewin.ch

www.anwalt-suter.ch

Deborah Basso und
Gabriela Tschimperlin
Rechtsanwalte und
Urkundspersonen

Bahnhofstrasse 21

6430

Schwyz

041 817 70 50
041 817 70 40

basso@bt-anwalt.ch
tschuemperlin@bt-anwalt.ch

www.bt-anwalt.ch

Peter Amendola Anwalt-
skanzlei AKWS & Partner
(Acocella, Keller, Wolf,
Schilter)

Herrengasse 3

6430

Schwyz

04

8117707

amendola@akws-law.ch

www.akws-law.ch

Anwaltskanzlei lic. iur.
Rechtsanwalt Roman
Weber

Hauptplatz 5,
Postfach 618

6431

Schwyz

04

820 34 44

info@weber-rechtsanwalt.ch

www.weber-rechtsanwalt.ch

Dr. Stefan Pfyl,
Rechtsanwalt und
Urkundsperson

Oberer Steisteg 18

6430

Schwyz

0418115752

stefan.pfyl@auctor.ch

Theo Kuny lic. iur.
Rechtsanwalt und
Urkundsperson,
Wolf, Kuny, Triitsch
Rechtsanwalte

Postplatz 6

6430

Schwyz

04

8130801

tkuny@bluewin.ch

Thomas Wolf lic. iur.
Rechtsanwalt und
Urkundsperson,
Wolf, Kuny, Triitsch
Rechtsanwalte

Postplatz 6

6430

Schwyz

04

813 08 02

twolf@bluewin.ch

Christoph Tritsch lic.
iur. Rechtsanwalt und
Urkundsperson,
Wolf, Kuny, Triitsch
Rechtsanwalte

Postplatz 6

6430

Schwyz

04

81308 03

ctruetsch@bluewin.ch

Complete list of lawyers in Canton of Schwyz

https://www.sz.ch/behoerden/justiz/anwaltskommission/anwaltsregister-und-vorlagen.html/8756-8758-8801-12251-12256
The corresponding document is called: Anwaltsregister des Kantons Schwyz
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